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SUPPORTING STUDENTS 
Partnership with National University Extends Beyond Classroom 

In July, members of the National 

University Community College 

Pathways team joined members of 

the Cuyamaca Cares team to staff 

the drive-thru food pantry. Together, 

Cuyamaca and National University 

served nearly 50 students.   
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SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY 
Cuyamaca College Hosts Free, Public Vaccination Event 

In partnership with Champions for Health, a local non-profit, 

Cuyamaca held a number vaccination pop-up events on 

campus through July and August. The vaccination rate in 

East County is the lowest in San Diego County.  
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ALUMNI PROFILE 
Cuyamaca Alumnus Representing the U.S. in the 2020 Olympics  

Cuyamaca College alumnus Nick 

Christie, 29, is competing in the long-

awaited 2020 Olympics on the USA Track 

and Field team. Christie will compete in 

the 20k Racewalk on Thursday, August 5.   

 

According to Cuyamaca coach Patrick 

Thiss, Christie is the first Track and Field 

Olympian from a San Diego Community 

College in over 20 years.  

 

Path to the Olympics 

During his years at Grossmont High School, Christie participated in pole 

vaulting. It was there he met Coach Lyle Barton, who convinced him to attend 

Cuyamaca College. Christie attended Cuyamaca from fall of 2010 through 

spring of 2012 before transferring to Missouri Baptist University in St. Louis, 

Missouri on a full athletic scholarship. 

 

“Going to Cuyamaca was such an important thing for me because I wouldn’t 

have met Tim Seaman who converted me to racewalking and led me to the path 

that eventually got me to the Olympics,” said Christie.  

 

Tim Seaman is the men’s cross-country coach at Cuyamaca as well as a former 

Olympic racewalker himself. Under Seaman’s coaching Christie began to 

quickly excel at the sport, competing both nationally and internationally within a 

year.  
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Christie also acknowledged the coaching and support of Thiss and Coach 

James King, who was an international class hurdler back in his day.  

 

“They provided such a great environment to succeed in,” he said.  

 

Cuyamaca’s Olympic Preparation Goes Beyond Coaching 

Aside from the coaching staff, Christie noted the diversity at Cuyamaca was 

something he greatly valued.  

 

“I remember some people immigrated to the U.S. and their degrees got lost in 

transit coming from the Gulf War, so they had to go back to school here,” 

Christie recalls.  

Hearing these stories and viewpoints from people of all different backgrounds 

served as a form of education for Christie. “It’s something that’s very unique to 

Cuyamaca especially, you don’t get that everywhere.” 

 

Christie describes community college as “the greatest opportunity that is 

underutilized,” and acknowledges his experience at Cuyamaca helped to shape 

his worldview. 
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INSTITUTIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

VPSS to Join 2021-22 Class of Aspen Rising Presidents Fellows 

Vice President of Student Services Dr. Jessica Robinson, 

MSW, is one of 40 leaders selected for the 2021-22 class 

of the Aspen Rising Presidents Fellowship. The program 

is a highly selective leadership program preparing the 

next generation of community college presidents to 

transform institutions to achieve higher and more 

equitable levels of student success.   

 

The Rising Presidents Fellows will embark on the 10-

month fellowship beginning in November 2021. Delivered 

in collaboration with the Stanford Educational Leadership 

Initiative, the fellows will be mentored by esteemed current and former community college 

presidents who have achieved exceptional outcomes for students throughout their careers, 

and will learn strategies to improve student outcomes in and after college, lead internal 

change, and create strong external partnerships with K-12 schools, four-year colleges, 

employers, and other partners.  

 

PoliSci Professor’s Community College Experience Inspires Curriculum 

As a first-generation community college student Josh Franco was challenged by computer 

programming, statistics, and calculus courses. Looking back, he cannot fathom having to also 

navigate data analysis software. The issue presented itself once he transferred to UC Merced 

and earned a barely passing grade in econometrics, but not mastery of the subject matter.  

 

Franco re-took the course at the urging of his employer once he understood its real-world 

application and necessity for understanding reports that link data and public policy. His career 

experience led him to seek a Ph.D in political science, but he never forgot his struggle with 

core research methods. 

 

Franco’s experience is the foundation of his commitment to introduce community college 

student to statistical and data analysis software. To that end, he has written “Polimetrics”, a 

https://highered.aspeninstitute.org/risingpresidents/
https://highered.aspeninstitute.org/meet-the-aspen-presidential-fellows-rising-presidents/
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free, online workbook that supports his textbook “Introduction to Political Science Research 

Methods.”  

 

Newly Appointed SLO Co-Coordinator 

Rachel Polakoski has been appointed the Student 

Learning Outcomes (SLO) Co-Coordinator. Rachel 

started her teaching career in 2008 in a middle 

school classroom. She began working part-time at 

Cuyamaca College in 2015 and now serves as a full-

time math faculty member.  

 

In addition to teaching, Rachel is deeply involved in 

math acceleration efforts and developing materials 

for the statistics corequisite courses. From 2017-

2019, Rachel was a math coach with the California 

Acceleration Project, where she designed and 

facilitated professional development to community 

college faculty throughout California on topics such as corequisite development and equity-

minded teaching practices in the math classroom.  

 

Rachel is currently working on her doctorate in Community College Leadership at San Diego 

State University. Her dissertation is focused on faculty mindset and motivation for changing 

from lecture-based instruction to equity-minded teaching practices.  

 

Economics Paper Accepted for 2022 Poster Session 

Professor Emeritus Tony Zambelli’s paper, “Reaganomics 1010 – Reaganomics is more than 

the Laffer Curve” was selected for the American Economic Association’s poster session. 

Zambelli submitted his paper for the January, 2022 meeting. An extraordinary number of 

papers were submitting and Zambelli’s article is one of only a few selected for the poster 

session.   
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